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Research Article

criterionism for Determining the quorumand Gender of intermediary
Witnesses; A Comparative Analysis of Imamiand SunniJurisprudence

Sayyed MahdiMirdadashi’ 0
AliKeshavarz?2 ©®
Sayyed Amir Dabiri3

@ Abstract

The issue of the number and gender of witnesses in intermediary testimony (shahada
ala al-shahada) is a matter of disagreement in Islamic jurisprudence. While Islamic jurists
have described the nature of secondary testimony in explaining its related rulings, none
have been able to present an independent and comprehensive definition encompassing
the effects and rulings associated with it. This raises the central question: "What is the
relationship between the nature of secondary testimony and the determination of its
effects and rulings? "Examining the findings and descriptions of Islamic jurists on these
issues can facilitate a comparison between Imami and Sunni jurisprudence and identify the
best approach to defining the nature of secondary testimony. In this context, understanding
of apparent meanings the affirmative nature of secondary testimony, as well as its proxy
and deputy position nature, can justify one of the effects associated with it. This article
explores a differentiating theory based on the justification of the basis through *taabbud*
(unquestioning acceptance) of the effect, namely, the necessity of observing the nisab
(quorum) of twojust witnesses without considering their difference, and also thejustification
of the effect through ta'abbud based on one of the three basis considered, which are used
to clarify the Topical scope of the admissibility of women's testimony as a novel finding. This
theory can address the gap in thoughts of Islamic juririsprudence regarding the undeniable
necessity of observing two just witnesses without considering their difference, as well as the
Instabilityin the scope of the admissibility of wormen's testimony,.

Keywords: Number of Witnesses, Difference in Secondary Testimony, Testimony of
Women, Basis of Testimony, Shiaand Sunni.
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