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The Evolution of Structural Studies of Islamic Jurisprudence (Figh) in
Imami Shi‘ismand Sunnilslam

Sayyed Muhammad Razi Asef Agah'®

& Abstract

The structure of Islamic Jurisprudence (Figh) is a subject within the realm of the Philosophy
of Figh (Falsafat al-Figh). To date, no independent scholarly article has been dedicated to the
study of the evolution of the structure of Figh. Just as the discipline of Figh has undergone various
evolutions throughout past centuries, the structure of this discipline has also experienced
diverse transformations. This article, employing a descriptive-analytical method, seeks to
comparatively examine and elucidate the course of evolution and structural transformations
of Figh from its inception to the present dav. This article intends to articulate the evolution of
comparative structural studies of Figh within two general frameworks: structural studies
and typological schemes of evolution in the structure of Figh knowledge. The contribution of
this article is to elucidate the structural evolutions in Imami Shii and Sunni Figh, which will be
presentedinsummary below.

Structural study (Sakhtar-pazhuhi) is applied, at least, to two types of studies: structural
analysis (Sakhtar-shenasi) and structural organization (Sakhtar-bandi). Structural
analysis of Figh has not witnessed much evolution. However, among the Imami Shia,
Shahid al-Awwal initiated these discussions in the 8th century AH, and among the Sunnis,
Muhammad al-Amili did so in the same century. Structural analysis discussions, after
passing through three phases—criteria design, subsequent stagnation, and a renewed
phase of criteria design—reached their zenith in the 15th century AH. The evolutions in
structural organization of Figh have been more significant compared to other sciences. This
structuralorganization,among the Imami Shi'a, was initiated by Halabiin the 5th century AH,
and among the Sunnis by al-Ghazaliin the 6th century AH. It continued through four stages:
emergence, consolidation, stagnation,andrevival of structural organization.

Keywords: Philosophy of Figh, Structure of Islamic Jurisprudence (Figh), Evolution of the
Structure of Figh, Classification of Figh (Tabwib Figh), Structural Study (Sakhtar-pazhuhi),
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